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EAAE – ENHSA NETWORK ON CONSERVATION
Coordinator: Professor Stefano Musso
II° workshop - Faculty of Architecture of the University of Genoa, School of Architecture, Landscape and Civil Engineering University College Dublin

“Conservation/Transformation”

Dublin, Borris, Kilkenny. Ireland - 17-19 September 2009.
This workshop builds on the workshop held in Genoa in 2007. The theme to be addressed is that of “transformation”, acknowledging that what is conserved is no longer what it was before intervention. The workshop is experimental – participants are asked, through the medium of real sites, to reflect on some key issues that impact on conservation/restoration practice and theory and on how these may be explored in teaching. The ambition is to create a discursive atmosphere as a contribution to the reflective papers of the participants.

Four inter-connected themes are put forward for consideration:


Communication from within the field of conservation/restoration 
outwards


Design/ making a proposition for intervention


Confronting issues of sustainability


Universal access/tensions with conservation ethics

To facilitate creative exploration the sessions of the Workshop will be held at different locations. The working language of the Workshop is English.


      

The workshop will be chaired by Professor Loughlin Kealy, School of Architecture, Landscape and Civil Engineering - University College Dublin

II° CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
You are invited to prepare an abstract (300 words) for a paper on one of the selected themes. All abstracts should be written in English or French. The paper should address theoretical and practical issues related to the one or several of the themes and how these issues might be addressed in teaching
Abstracts should be sent to:     






        Professor Stefano F. Musso, Faculty of Architecture of the University of Genoa,  stradone di S. Agostino,37 -16123 GENOVA (Italy) 

Until 30th May 2009

e-mail: etienne@arch.unige.it 
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The concept for the Workshop is as follows: 

1. Participants’ abstracts will be presented in the Introductory session, before participants engage in the tasks of the workshop.

2. Three sites have been selected as specific contexts within which the themes will be explored. Participants (in small groups) will be asked to examine one of the sites and prepare an agreed statement on the significance of the site and how the themes might be addressed in relation to the conservation/restoration issues involved. 

3. The statements of each group will be presented to the workshop. Following discussion, the workshop will attempt to articulate key points on which there is agreement and those on which there is not.

Following the workshop, participants are asked to develop their abstracts into papers, taking into account the experience and discussions of the workshop. The papers (2500-3000 words maximum) will be submitted for review/publication to the Scientific Committee. The selected papers will be published in 2010. The Committee comprises: Professor Francesco Doglioni (Venice); Professor Loughlin Kealy (Dublin); Professor Stefano Musso (Genoa); Professor Chris Younnes (Paris) 
NOTE: Participants are advised to bring weather resistant clothing and footwear.
The outline schedule for the workshop is as follows:

II Call for Abstracts




APRIL 2009

Submission of Abstracts:



30 MAY 2009

Acceptance of abstracts



10 JUNE

Registration deadline




30 June

Workshop





17-19 SEPTEMBER 2009

Submission of final Papers



18 DECEMBER 2009

Publication





JUNE 2010

Costs

The fee for the workshop is 390 euro. This covers the cost to travel from Dublin to the workshop hotel (Thursday) and from the workshop venue back to Dublin (Saturday), two nights accommodation with breakfast and dinner, and a pack lunch on Friday. Accommodation will be in the small town of Borris, County Carlow. The workshop cost for participants who wish to arrange their own accommodation is 240 euro. This includes one dinner (Friday evening). A list of places offering accommodation in the area will be provided on request. Further information will be published on the web site and spread off by mail, together with the registration forms.
Participants who wish to arrive before Thursday or stay on after Saturday must make their own arrangements for accommodation for extra nights.

All participants will receive a copy of the published proceedings.
.
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               17-19 September 2009. Faculty of Architecture of the University of Genoa, School of Architecture, Landscape and Civil Engineering University College Dublin

Conservation/Transformation

The workshop builds on the experience of the workshop held in Genoa in 2007. The theme of “transformation” is chosen because what is conserved is no longer what it was before intervention. The workshop is experimental – participants are asked, through the medium of real sites, to reflect on some key issues that impact on conservation/restoration practice and theory and on how these may be explored in teaching. The ambition is to create a discursive atmosphere as a contribution to the reflective papers of the participants.

Four inter-connected themes are put forward for consideration:

Communication from within the field of conservation/restoration outwards to clients and the community and across disciplines within the academic world.

Recent years have seen an increasing emphasis on adapting older historic buildings for new purposes as against the construction of new buildings. The emerging economic climate seems likely to support this trend. The economic role of historic areas has long been recognized, even if it remains difficult to ensure that cultural values are respected in urban development. Conservators working with historic buildings, sites and urban areas need to be able to communicate how conservation principles inform their choices. The difficulties of doing this effectively arise partly from the philosophical language in which conservation ethics is expressed. Yet the outcomes of decisions (including design decisions) inspired by ethical principles are both aesthetic and practical. Teaching the discipline of architectural conservation needs to take these matters into account.





    In the area of scholarly study conservation/restoration theory finds itself touching on issues that are to the forefront of examination in other disciplines: questions of the meaning of authenticity in increasingly diverse societies; the issue of the values supported through conservation action; the question of how values that have emerged through the globalization process are to find expression in specific cultural contexts, and many more. It is essential that conservators actively engage with these disciplines and that teaching conservation is not an inward-looking activity. Most especially it needs to find its place within debates on architectural history and theory and on urbanism.

Design: creative intervention in historic buildings and sites
The intimate and productive relationship between design and conservation action has been observed throughout the centuries. Yet they are often seen as polar opposites – almost as antagonistic imperatives within architecture, urban design and planning. In everyday experience, those who support conservation/restoration often see themselves as defending material culture against inappropriate design solutions, while designers see conservators as supporting pastiche against true cultural exploration. Yet the continuing life of monuments makes design intervention almost inevitable, and theory and good practice argue that such work need not be invisible, but should contribute to contemporary understanding and use.

               In the academic environment programmatic and institutional structures often ensure that design and conservation/restoration are taught with little or no mutual reference. The history of architecture pays little heed to the adaptation of inherited buildings throughout history and the role of historical sensibility in the transformations of buildings and sites brought about by architects from the Renaissance onwards. Does this antipathy display a weakness that needs to be addressed? What roles can the teaching of architectural conservation/restoration play?

Confronting issues of sustainability

The ethical basis for conservation for conservation looks to a form of environmental justice for its primary justification. Unreflective consumption of inherited resources impoverishes future generations, whether this occurs with regard to cultural or environmental capital. The concept of inter-generational justice has been articulated in an attempt to make such deprivation explicit and comprehensible in the context of concepts of development. Conservation/restoration cannot ignore the challenges evoked by this emerging consciousness however tempting it may be to think that they do not apply to the field – conservation/restoration principles adapt to shifts in cultural consciousness and the ethical basis of technical actions needs to be considered, especially as they impact on scarce material resources or the use of modern materials.

     
  



 

   At another level, interventions to introduce new technologies that will permit historic buildings to be used for compatible purposes has long been a concern for conservators of historic buildings. At this time, researchers across Europe are engaged in explorations of the potential role of renewable technologies in historic buildings and urban areas. How are such issues to be approached in teaching? Can the necessary inter-disciplinary connections be established to ensure that the issues and potentials are understood within the field of conservation/restoration?

Universal access/ conservation ethics

Access to the historic built environment for people with disabilities is seen as a matter of justice – that disability should not preclude people from experiencing and enjoying cultural heritage to the greatest extent possible. In practical terms this involves the ongoing effort to remove barriers to inclusion. The theoretical issues arise at several levels. The most immediate are those that reflect the fact that many sites do not cater well for those with disabilities, while the nature of others presents substantive difficulties. To some extent, restricted mobility has received attention. The appreciation of cultural heritage leans heavily on the faculty of sight. In some cases other faculties (touch and sound, for example) have been exploited in the communication strategies adopted for particular sites.



     It is true that many issues can be resolved through ingenuity in design intervention. It is important to explore how this issue is approached in the teaching of conservation/restoration.

The Contribution of the Workshop

This purpose of the workshop is to develop both thought and dialogue rather than to resolve finally the theoretical and practical issues arising from these considerations. The workshop is an attempt to explore the issues in the light of theory and practice and to encourage teachers of conservation/restoration to reflect on how they might introduce these issues/conflicts into their treatment of conservation/restoration. Resolutions will come about through reflection and practice. It remains to be seen whether we can extend the agenda of our conversations in a way that will engage architectural education more profoundly that we have done so far. The publication of papers arising from the workshop will extend that conversation to a wider audience.

April 2009
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   17-19 September 2009. 

PRELIMINARY WORKSHOP SCHEDULE



   Workshop Chairman: Professor Loughlin Kealy, Professor of Architecture UCD

Thursday 17
14.30
Registration: Customs House, Dublin of (Department 


Environment, Heritage and Local Government)



15.30
Opening Address: presentation of Workshop themes: design; 

access; sustainability; communication:



16.30
Presentation/circulation of abstracts



17.30
Bus transfer to Hotel and Workshop base at Borris, County 

Carlow



20.30
Dinner at Hotel

Friday 18
08.30
Groups visit study sites: presentation by experts and personal 

study: Kilkenny city; Kells Augustinian Priory; Borris House and 


demesne



13.00
Lunch



14.00
Bus to Cashel, County Tipperary



18.00
Colloquium at Borris House to review study sites



20.30
Workshop Dinner

Saturday 19
08.30
Bus transfer to Kilkenny city (Bishop’s Palace, Heritage 


Council Headquarters)



09.30
Small group work: discussion of workshop themes in site 


context



11.00
Coffee




11.30
Presentations by groups; discussion


13.00
Lunch



14.00
Perspectives and conclusions



15.30
Bus transfer to Dublin Airport and city centre

February  2009
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