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“Architectural Teaching and Urban Renaissance”
“L ‘enseignement architectural face a la Renaissance de la Cite”

Le Conseil de |’Europe a organisé en 1981 une
grande campagne pour |'amélioration des villes
et de la vie des citadins. Cette campagne
européenne pour “la Renaissance de la Cité",
qui a pour slogan “Des villes pour vivre"
développe son action selon cing themes
principaux:
— L'amélioration de la qualité de I'
environnement urbain;
— La réhabilitation des b8timents, logements
et quartiers existants et anciens;
— Lacréation d’activités sociales, culturelles et
économiques;
— La réalisation du développement et de la
participation communautaires;
— Le rBle des pouvoirs locaux.
L'événement est d'importance et fait
incontestablement écho & une prise de
conscience de |‘opinion publigue européenne.
Le coeur des vilies a ét€ maltraité durant les
dernidres décennies; les impératifs énergétiques
imposent de mettre un terme 3 |"éclatement de
"habitat; il faut donc réinvestir la villeen y
créant les meilleures conditions possibies
d'environnement.
L'enseignement de |"Architecture est
directement concerné par ce probléme majeur
pour |"avenir. Aussi, I'’AEEA ne pouvait
manquer |'occasion de faire le point sur les
transformations pédagogiques et didactiques
que orientations nouvelles ont provoqué B
I'intérieur m&me des programmes
d'enseignement de |"architecture. Le Workshop
de Vienne, consacré 3 I’enseignement de
I'architecture et de I'urban design, a confirmé
ce fait. Le moment est venu de confronter
sereinement les expériences d'enseignement qui
visent 3 répondre giobalement I'objectif
d'amélioration de la qualité de vie urbaine.
La rencontre comportera trois journédes
d'études, chacune d'elles étant organisée dans
une ville historique belge différente — Bruxelles,
Leuven et Mons — et prise en charge par une

Institution d'Enseignement situde dans cette ville.

The Council of Europe organised in 1981 a
European Campaign fer Urban Renaissance
under the slogan ‘A Better Life in Towns'. The
European campaign developed its action on 5
main subjects:
— the improvement of urban environmental
quality
— the renovation of housing stock, in
preference to wholesale demolition
— the provision of social, educational and
cultural facilities of adequate transport and
innercity employment
— the achievement of community
consciousness and public participation
— the role of local authorities.
It is an event of the first importance and
undeniably echoes the awareness of the
European public opinion. The city centres have
been damaged during the last decades;
energetic imperatives call for stopping people
from leaving towns, That is why we should
bring back people to towns by creating the best
environmental conditions we can, :
The teaching of architecture is directly involved
in this problem, so important for the future, as
demonstrated at Workshop 2 (Architectural
Teaching and Urban Design) in Vienna. In
planning this Workshop, EAAE now intends to
take the opportunity to examine the latest
developments in courses made in response to
these problems and to compare the results of
teaching experiments aimed at improving the
quality of life in our cities.
In order to make the debate fruitful, clear and
as constructive as possible, schools which want
to contribute to the meeting efficiently, are
requested to send to the Workshop secretary’s
office, the graphic support of their
contribution. Our first task will be to illustrate
clearly the meeting’s theme by means of
curriculums, diagrams, projects or researches.
The conference will include three study days,
each day being organised in a different historic
Belgian town —

in Brussels:— I’ Institut d'Architecture St. Luc, 57 rue d’Irlande, 1060 Bruxelles.
in Leuven:— |"Université catholique de Louvain, Afdeling Architektuur, Kasteel van Arenberg,

3030 Leuven (Heverlee).
in Mons:—
7000 Mons,
Le logement sera prévu 3 Bruxelles et les
déplacements seront organisés en car & partir
de I’hBtel. Chaque session comportera une
présentation des programmes, des travaux et
des recherches effectuées dans |'Institution qui
accueille les participants ainsi gu’une visite
technique concrétisant le theme de “la
Renaissance de la Cité". Des bulletins
d’inscription seront transmis tres prochainement,

le Département d'Architecture, Faculté Polytechnique de Mons, 53 rue du Joncquois,

Participants will be accommodated in Brussels
and will be taken by car from the hotel to the
Workshops. Each session will include a
presentation of the programmes, works and
researches done by the participants as well as
technical visit examplifying the ‘Urban
Renaissance’. Registration forms and general
enquiries should be made to:—

Prof. Jean Barthélemy Faculté Polytechnique de Mons 53 rue du Joncquois 7000 Mons.

Tel: 65—33.81.91.
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Future Events

Preparations for the following programme of
EAAE Events are now under way. Full details,
final dates and registration forms for each
meeting will be sent direct to members.
{Details for Workshops 3 & 4 have already been
circulated). Others wishing to participate
should write to the EAAE Secretariat.
Proposals for future Workshops by member
schools will be welcomed by the
Administrative Council and should be
addressed to the Secretariat in the first instance.

MAY 82 — ANKARA

4th International Workshop:

“Vernacular and Neo Vernacular Architecture”
16th—22nd May, to be held at Middle East
Technical University. (ODTU) Ankara, Turkey.
There is an increasing interest in Vernacular
architecture. Its effects on the design
professions and the new possibilities it may
open up for the design process and product
manufacture will be considered in this Work-
shop. The study and understanding of
Vernacular architecture has great potential as
an educational tool. In particular, its
recognition as a social phenomenon within the
context of the pressure for urbanisation in
developing countries.

Full details and registration forms are now
available., Members wishing to participate in
the charter of an aircraft to fly to Turkey from
a central European location, should contact
Professor Herbert Kramel at ETH-Honggerberg,
HIL G57 8093 Zurich.

OCTOBER 82 — LISBON

5th International Workshop:

“The Teaching of Architecture beyond the
Modern Movement”

NOVEMBER 82 — KASSEL

6th International Workshop:

“Designing with People in Mind"".

to be held at the Gesamthochschule Kassel,
West Germany. (see News Sheet No. 6 Profile)

SPRING 83 — NEWCASTLE

8th International Forum:

“Architectural Education in Europe and the
Third World: Parallels and Contrasts"".

to be held at Newcastle University School of
Architecture,

A large number of students from Third World
countries study at our European schools and
many schools have contacts with establishments
in those areas. This Forum will aim to
consolidate these links and stimulate and
exchange of ideas with staff and students over a
broad spectrum of the world’s population at a
time when long held architectural values are
being challenged in most Western socities with
serious implications for architectural education.

EAAE Address

All correspondence should be addressed to:—
European Association for Architectural
Education, 51 Rue de la Concorde, 1050
Bruxelles Belgium,
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The 1981 General Assembly was held at the Architectural Association in London.
There was no lack of specific proposals for future events, the Workshop has proved to
be both practical and popular and several are now scheduled for the coming year. This
pattern will bring a new rhythm of activity into our affairs allowing member schools
to prepare meetings with greater freedom and spontaneity and generate a more
continuous thread of discussion between us all — the principal aim of our Association.
The discussion was initiated by the report from Herbert Kramel the retiring President
and was concluded by the new President, Age van Randen. Both their statements to

the membership are given here.

President’s Report 1981

Once again at the end of 1981 | would like to
report to you on the status of the European
Association for Architectural Education and |
will attempt to concentrate upon the more
functional aspects, the daily life, so to speak of
the Association.

Members

If we look at our prospectus we can see the .
location of the member schools, the so called
active members, It is quite apparent, that the
broad base of the Association is in Western'
Europe, including Scandinavia. The Schools in
Belgium, Denmark, England, the Netherlands
and also in Sweden formed the nucleus around
which other schools slowly found their way
inte the Association. The activities of the
Association in the last two years aimed at
creating a balance. It was rather important to
have representatives of other European
countries join us in order to give further
credibility to the Association. Personally | am
very pleased, therefore, that MTU Ankara, as
well as Malta and Barcelona are now members.
It is regrettable, however, that we have not yet
been able to create a broader base in France
and Germany. Both these countries are only
represented by one school.

Both points, the new members throughout
Europe, as well as the absence from member-
ship from key — central European countries will
require the active attention of the Association
in the near future, This point probably needs
some explanation. Our Association can only be
meaningful if the members are both willing and
able to participate in the various functions and
events. Since distances are involved the
question of travelling costs have to be
considered. In order to solve this problem it
might be necessary to form regional groups
within the Association. This would not only
help in the question of travel distances but
might also solve the language problem. France
and Germany as countries might require a more
intensive investigation.

Finally 1 think it is important that we take
fuller advantage of each other and the Associa-
tion. This is not happening at the moment.
Instead of looking at the Association as an
instrument, a consumer attitude too readily
prevails. Instead of looking at the potentials of
the Association (which are considerable) the
question of services (which are minimal) is
more often raised in discussion.

Publications

News Sheet, position papers, reports and a
European Directory have been previously
debated. Two lines have been actively pursued:
the News Sheet and the Directory. While the
first was carried by the energy and initiative of
David Coupe, whom | really want to thank for
his efforts, the second, namely the European
Directory, was carried by Age van Randen, who
equally deserves our gratitude.

Within our published Directory we now have
the information about 22 schools. All of them
are members of the Association. Personally |
think that this is a very good start. Further
action will be necessary in 1982 and the
directory should expand also to non-members
schools throughout Europe. We tal ked also
about the listing of faculty members of each

school, While some of you had reservations
about this idea, an additional investigation
might be worthwhile. At the end of 1982 the
question of updating of information will have
to be discussed. It would be heipful if members
voiced their opinion about the Directory since
only criticism and improvement will develop
this publication into a helpful tool for each

of us, While | am very positive about the
Directory, the News Sheet as an

instrument has not yet fully realised its
potential. Another step in the development of
this important instrument is essential and will
have to take place in 1982,

Finance -

From the beginning the EAAE was operating at
a very low financial profile. Every attempt has
been made to keep costs at a minimum. This
was possible because the various schools of the
AC-members ‘paid the bill’. Therefore, invisible
to the eye of the auditors, considerable
amounts of money have been contributed by
member schools. This might not continue in
the future. The new president and the AC
might have to rethink the operational base of
the Association. Without falling into the trap of
inflated expenditures or a growing bureaucracy.
It is this very point which will require very
careful handling in the near future.

Events
Since our last G.A. in Zurich and the related
workshop about the ‘teaching of architecture
technology’ only one event, the workshop in
Vienna, has taken place. You all know that in
addition to it a workshop in Brugge was
planned. A number of rather unfortunate
developments in the existence of the College
d’Europe made this workshop impossible.
While on the one hand we have the picture of a
rather reduced activity it seems to me, that
1981 was a year of preparation. The outlook on
EAAE events changed. The Workshop became
the carrying model and we have for 1982/83
already 5—6 proposals for further workshops.
Based upon my personal experience, | would
like to propose that the Association changes its
mode of operation as far as Workshops and
Forums are concerned. For the preparation of
a Workshop a simple list of the proceedings
should be defined stating date-lines, .
responsibilities and controls. Then the
responsibility for the Workshop should be
handed over to one person. The same should be
done for a Forum with the only difference,
that the responsibility should be handed over to
a committee of three with a chairman,
The proposed procedure would most certainly
reduce the amount of complications one faces
in the preparation of an EAAE event.
In conclusion, let me assure you that it was not
only an honour but truly a pleasure to serve as
the president of this rather young association.
As a member of it | am looking forward to its
growth not so much in quantity, butin
substance. And | very much hope for the
future that together we can
— create a climate which supports quality in
education,
— that we can create a sense for excellence
and that while most of us are teachers, we
never cease to be students of architecture.

H. E. Kramel

New President

The Association’s new President, Age van
Randen is Dean of the Department of
Architecture, Delft University of Technology in
Holland, He is a full-time professor in
Architectural Technology and is responsible
for quite an extensive research programme in
his field. Before becoming a professor he was a
partner in a private practice that specializes in
social housing. He has been strongly involved in
the work of SAR (Stichting Architecten
Research founded by John Habraken) almost
from the beginning of 1965 and has been on its
Council since 1970,

The Schools in the 80’s

In facing the future, for teachers and students
alike it seems that a great many challenges lay
ahead of us, Taking decisions within
uncertainty appears a key-notion for each of
us whether in schools or in the profession. We
are no longer able to relate our work to any
single guiding concept — the beacons lighting
the path of architecture through its Modern
Movement are all extinguished. Post-
Modernism seems to be about the most clear
{and yvet unclear) concept we have at the
moment.

The building industry faces the same dilemma,
“Industrialised Building”, the simplified
concept of the 60’s, has lost its meaning and
reality is now revealed to be much more
complex. Diversity and constant change seem
to have become key-notions in every sphere
and it may be that our real challenge will be to
learn to live with uncertainty; no longer to be
frustrated by it but to recognise its possibilities,
incorporating diversity and change as basic
pre-requisites in our concepts.

An emerging irony may also be that precisely
this element of diversity may become our only
possible “unifying” principle: the acceptance
of pluriformity as a result of constant and
rapid change. If so, we may have to discover
anew the basic principles of a dynamic
architecture, urban design and planning; an
architectural concept that can deal with change.
We will also need a way of working that will be
able to cope with change:-new ways of
production, new regulations and procedures.
This is absolutely new; never have we built for
change within the foreseeable future. Diversity
is also a key-word in the EAAE. If one thing
becomes clear at the meetings of our
Association it is the diversity in background of
the different countries be it Denmark or
Turkey, Italy or Britain, Greece or Switzerland,
Portugal or Germany. Whatever the topic, the
variance of approach is clear. What | have had
to learn over these recent years with the
EAAE is to recognise and, more importantly,
to appreciate these differences. It is certainly a
good school in which to learn to appreciate
diversity and to find a way of doing things
together.

We may have to find an understanding of those
basic fundamentals which may provide the
unifying principle on which diversity can
prosper and be appreciated. In the case of
architecture, that objective in itself isa
sufficient raison d’etre for EAAE-AEEA,

Age van Randen



