EAAE 2010 Charter for architectural research 

Fourth draft: June 8, 2010 – meeting of the research committee, Leuven 

Present: Hilde Heynen, Sophia Meeres, Johan De Walsche, Lucyna Nyka, Balint Bachmann
This charter is intended as a reference document for the use of universities, architecture schools, research institutions and practices that are undertaking architectural research. It supports the development of a vibrant, internationally recognized and well funded research community.  
Declaration

Architecture is a discipline centred on the material and immaterial articulation of space at different scales. As such it deeply affects our environment and quality of life. It involves design, construction, building science, communication, representation and management and addresses issues of ethics, aesthetics, politics, culture and social, cultural and environmental interaction... 
Architecture is facing challenges in this age of climate change, urbanization and cultural transformation that necessitate vital research (into materials, performance, human and environmental interaction etc) whilst the horizons of architectural experimentation (involving cinematic and virtual settings, networks, datascapes etc) are broadening in parallel with the development of new technologies and media. 

Architectural research is essential if we are to understand, explain and anticipate the consequences of global phenomena on the built environment. Research is essential for development of the discipline, for the continued expansion of its knowledge base and for its contribution to the teaching, learning and practice of architecture. 

The EAAE confirms the transdisciplinary nature of research in architecture and the legitimacy of a wide range of approaches. Architecture deals with various dimensions of the built environment in a specifically integrative way and the discipline requires further development of appropriate modes of research and definitions of context and scope. The EAAE acknowledges research by design as part of the diversity of valid methods with which to research, practice and study architecture.
The EAAE recognises the generic expectations of research; however the outputs of architectural research (written, photographic and graphic material, installations, projects and actual buildings) are necessarily as varied as its constitutional elements. Appropriate peer review (be it by scientific, academic and/or professional bodies), communication and dissemination of research outputs are essential and the EAAE recommends that all outputs should include written synopsis.
The EAAE recognises the need to better link the fields of theoretical and practical research and, therefore, academia and the profession in the establishment of an expanded arena of architectural research.

NOTA BENE: It is proposed that the Charter comprise a declaration + a framework + an annexe. The framework, intended as a detailed extension and/or explanation of the declaration is to be developed in parallel with amendments to the 4th draft (declaration) as the subject of the meeting 26th June 2010.
